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WHY COFFEE CARES 
ABOUT THE COFFEE PLANT HEALTH INITIATIVE AMENDMENTS ACT 
 

The U.S. runs on coffee. Americans drink 400 million cups per day. The industry generates $225 billion 
each year for the U.S. economy and $28 billion in tax revenue. Yet pests and plant diseases threaten 
the future of this critical commodity, which is predominantly grown on small farms around the world. 
 

Research is needed to address these threats, but many countries where coffee is grown lack research 
capacity. Through its state and national research institutions, the U.S. has an opportunity to assist 
and protect coffee supplies for retailers, roasters, and suppliers in all 50 U.S. states. This research also 

protects U.S. growers in Hawai’i and Puerto Rico, who are affected when plant diseases—much like 
human epidemics—spread around the world. 

 

The Coffee Plant Health Initiative Amendments Act 
(CPHIAA, H.R. 5421, S. 2884) would authorize the research, 
development, and deployment of science-based tools, 

treatments, and integrated pest management programs for 

coffee. It would broaden the scope of an existing coffee 
research program to all pests and pathogens that impact 
coffee plants.  
 

World Coffee Research and its member companies, in 
alignment with the National Coffee Association, want this 

legislation passed to better protect the U.S. coffee industry. 
 

COFFEE CARES ABOUT  
 

Broadening the research scope: Coffee faces myriad threats. Research helps us keep up. CPHIAA 

research builds on past success combating the coffee berry borer and is critical for the development 

of innovative pest and disease solutions that will ensure a long-term supply of coffee, a staple in 
millions of U.S. homes and businesses. 
 

Stemming problems at their source: Addressing issues that arise in coffee overseas, and 
strengthening research collaboration, prepares U.S. growers to combat these problems—and even 

prevent them from spreading. For example, coffee leaf rust devastated communities across Central 
America and has now reached U.S. farmers, who have few defenses to protect their coffee. Broadening 

the CPHI would provide scope to develop solutions.  
 

Securing industry by protecting supply: U.S. coffee consumers and businesses heavily depend on 

coffee imports from more than 100 countries. By protecting the global coffee supply, mutually 

beneficial research and innovation keep the U.S. industry supplied and safeguard U.S. growers. 
 

World Coffee Research is a global, industry-driven organization that drives agricultural innovation for 
coffee. Over 175 companies support our work worldwide, including 79 located in 21 U.S. states. 

WHAT’S AT STAKE? 
 

• The U.S. coffee industry, which 

sources coffee from around the  
world to meet demand  

• 1.6 million U.S. jobs supported by 

the industry  

• $225 billion in economic activity 
and $28 billion in tax revenue  

• The future of the most-consumed 

daily beverage in America  

 


